STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STEEPLE BARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Monday 18th January 2021 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions this meeting was held remotely via telephone conference.
	Councillors Present:
	Kate Carter-Windle, Andy Hinton, Jonny Rosemont, John Parry, 

	Public:  1

	Roger Tyers, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Hudspeth


	Also, in attendance:
       

Clerk:
	John Umney, DFP, Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor 
Annette Fowler



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Prior to the council meeting commencing there will be an opportunity of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make comments and to ask questions of the Parish Council.
1751
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Meadowcroft, Cllr Henderson
1752
Declarations of Interest
To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the council’s Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992).
None
1753
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes from the meeting held on 21st December 2020 were approved and will be signed as an accurate record by Cllr Carter-Windle.
Matters arising

None
1754
Reports from County and District Councillors (Appendix A)

Full reports can be found on the PC website www.steeplebartonparishcouncil.org

Both Cllr Hudspeth and Cllr Jackson’s reports had been circulated before the meeting. 

Cllr Hudspeth 
COVID
      
The recent rapid spread is being attributed to a new variant of COVID-19, which is passed on far more easily. Although there is currently no evidence that this variant causes a more severe illness nor that the vaccine will be any less effective, it is 70 per cent more transmissible. This new variant is increasingly becoming the dominant strain across the country. 

You can view the latest figures on our new interactive dashboard, which is updated on a daily basis.
There is good news regarding the roll out of the vaccination programme which is a major logistical challenge. Oxfordshire County Council is working with the local NHS team and City/District colleagues to manage how the vaccine will be administered to residents across the county. The programme is administered on a medical basis and G.P.s will be notifying patients when to attend. 
Group discussion about Church Lane & the footpath (Moles Lane) down into Mill Lane, about half-way down one of the drains is still blocked. Cllr Hudspeth will contact the Highways team to request that they come out to have another look at it. 

Cllr Hudspeth confirmed that Funding for 20mph speed limits is being applied for in the budget plans.

Cllr Parry asked about the preference for 20mph signs rather than traffic calming and felt that signs alone would not resolve the problem as people ignore the 20mph signs. The general feeling is that in rural locations both signs and traffic calming are required. Cllr Hudspeth said that some residents tend to complain about traffic calming but not the 20mph signs.  The feeling is that if the 20mph is mandatory people would be more likely adhere to it.

Cllrs Rosemont and Parry have had a meeting with Westcote Barton PC to talk about the traffic issues. It was agreed that without a detailed traffic survey we are unable to push for the 20mph limit request. It is also against us that there are no records of serious accidents in the village. During the meeting three areas were in the village were identified as problem areas, the top of North Street (where the Xmas tree situated), past the Fox on the straight stretch to the Sandford turn and Enstone hill coming down into the village.  

A traffic survey will be arranged when things get back to normal. The impression is that a lot of the speeding traffic is from Renault and therefore a check during shift changes would also be a good time to carry out a speedcheck. 



Cllr Tyers said that traffic calming could be a problem for the big lorries and farm vehicles.  



Cllr Hinton suggested that maybe the routing agreements are being ignored. 



All agreed that more signs would help.

Cllr Jackson 
Street sweep & blocked drains – positive response received from WODC after a request to prioritise Kiddington Road, Worton Road, Church Lane, Moles Lane & Mill Lane. 
Cllr Rosemont gave an update as he had met with Cllr Hudspeth on Saturday and had a walk along Church Lane & Mill Lane. The School had recently suffered some flooding and had been partly cleared of debris on one side. The opinion is that we need to have a discussion as a village regarding an annual clear up of the area as the drains get clogged every year. There should also be an annual sweep. Mill Lane is a slightly different issue, Cllr Hudspeth is liaising with Highways to ensure we have a clear up of the drains down the pathway, Moles Lane. 



Cllr Carter-Windle mentioned that the Fox end and the Ford is also a problem.



Councillor Jackson confirmed that there are sandbags and sand available at the Social Club.

1755
Correspondence not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

The PC received an email from Barbara Hill on behalf of the History Group to ask if the PC would consider having signs to indicate the historic names of certain lanes/ paths in the village. Cllr Carter-Windle suggested that maybe heritage signs would work. Cllr Parry asked if we would need Highways consent, Cllr Hudspeth confirmed we would and also WODC. It was suggested that the History group start looking into what is required and come back to the PC with more information.  Cllr Rosemont suggested a heritage walk. 

An email was received from a resident of Mill Lane bringing to the PC’s attention some of the issues in the area with flooding, raw sewerage and the main sewer. This was discussed earlier in the meeting, see above.      

1756
Matters arising and not covered elsewhere in the agenda
a) Co-option - Councillor vacancy – Jane Pollock introduced herself confirming her interest in joining again as she had served a number of years ago. Her interests include planning, Local Plan and would like to offer help in general. Jane would like to see more housing to grow the village, and also a public bus. 

Jane was proposed by Cllr Carter-Windle and seconded by Cllr Hinton


b) Traffic/speedwatch – Andy Hinton – see above.
c) Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) – Membership Renewal

        RESOLVED
THAT, membership would be renewed for the year at a cost of £95.00.  This was       agreed by all Councillors.  
d) Cllr Carter-Windle reported that there is Dog mess in Bus shelter, North Street and suggested the PC place a dog bin close to the shelter. The Clerk will price a new bin and fixings. The PC would also put another reminder to dog owners in the bulletin.
e) Jane Pollock gave an update on the Ernigrip situation. Jane has been in contact with WODC to ask if Ernigrip need planning permission for the work that has already started.  WODC confirmed that Ernigrip do need to apply and in fact they had received an application for the work started so far. It has been confirmed that it would be an application for ‘change of use’.  The Clerk will send details of the application as soon as it has been received.

1757
Reports


(a) School Governors report – Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor


School Governors report – Alison Umney, School Liaison Governor
As you will be aware children are currently learning from home due to Corona virus school closures.

Changes to Lockdown learning

During this lockdown Middle Barton School now has the ability to use ‘Google classrooms’ which is a web based platform which allows teachers to meet up with their class and to teach lessons.    
All children are expected to log in for registration in the morning and afternoon and they will also have at least one live online lesson with their teacher daily. Where families do not log in for the registration in the morning, phone calls are made to check on the pupils. They can then later submit work to their teacher. Teachers are marking and responding to work between 9 and 3 every day.

The younger children have three live lessons including a daily phonics lesson and parents are able to join their children so that they can understand how to help their children when reading.

We now have only two families that are currently not engaging with digital learning and Charlie is continuing her efforts to encourage them to participate.

The SENDco who is responsible for overseeing the needs of children with Special education Needs has been in contact with families and is ensuring work and activities are adapted to suit their needs.

Reading books are being made available for children to change at pre-arranged times according to classes.

Children needing additional support are reading to their teachers and teaching assistants most days using this platform.

There are between 8-15 children in school each day who are children of Key workers so attendance varies according to when parents are working. They are following the same activities as the children at home with the support of Teaching assistants who are in school.

The Home/school link worker is still available to visit or phone families who have been identified as vulnerable.

Free school meals 

Parents of children eligible for free school meals are provided with a voucher to buy food to spend at any supermarket.

Street Tag
Charlie has signed the school up for an activity app which encourages children and families to do physical activities and earn points. This could be from indoor and outdoor walking, running, cycling in the local area. A GPS tracker is required.

Fund raising
River Learning Trust has set up a ‘Just Giving’ page to help schools fund raise for digital equipment and Charlie has asked that anyone choosing to donate remembers to put down the schools name so that the money goes to Middle Barton school.


(b) Highways, pavements and verge – Cllr Henderson



No report


(c) Sports and Social Club/Playing Fields - Cllr Hinton 

Very quiet, nothing happening with the social club or bowls club. It was agreed by the club committee that the toilets should remain open as a community asset. The car park is frequently busy, hopefully people going to the shop are using it now.

Ali Umney mentioned that a dog was tied up at the playing fields and maybe a reminder is needed about dogs not being allowed in the area. 




(d) Young Adults (Bruce Norgrove)



No report this month.

1758
Planning applications – Cllr. Rosemont

20/03453/HHD – 8 Frances Road, Part single and part two-storey rear extension, infill porch canopy, raise flat roof to garage and utility room, partial conversion of garage to gym, insertion of roof lights and new door and window openings, application of a white thin coat render to external elevations of rear extension and rear elevation of utility room.

The application details had been emailed to the PC by the Clerk and some Councillors had emailed their comments. Cllr Rosemont and Carter-Windle would carry out a site visit and report back.

15 North Street has been approved and we are waiting for decisions on 3 houses in South Street, 33, 48 & 11. 

Cllr Tyers commented that a lot of properties are converting garages. Number 8 is one of the larger properties, would there be an impact on parking? 

1759
Finances 


a)
Accounts for Payment 
i. To consider and approve accounts for payment (Appendix B to agenda)
ii. Accounts not on Appendix B submitted by 8pm on 18th January 2021. 
THAT, all payments listed were approved.
1760
To receive items for next agenda



Follow-ups - Ernigrip, Mill Lane, Speeding.
1761
For Information only 

1762
Date and location of next meeting 

To confirm the date of the next meeting, this is scheduled for Monday 15th February 2021 either by telephone conference or at the Alice Marshall Hall, Middle Barton at 8.00pm. 
	Paper number(s).
	Paper title

	A
	Report from County Cllr Hudspeth and Cllr Jackson

	B
	Accounts for Payment


2
Signed .............................................


